Creative Writing and Research Topics

Imagine: climate change continues progressing the way it is today, with individuals and businesses not making any positive changes in the way they relate to the earth and its resources. Now imagine you are a high school student 50 years from now. What will your world look like? Will BC look radically different? Will we still be using fossil fuels? What is the temperature in January? Are you still eating hamburgers? Write a one page day-in-the-life-of story. Be as creative as possible and give direct descriptions of how things are 50 years from now. Would you like living in this world? Why or why not?

What is your personal experience with the links between food and climate change? Does anyone live on a farm, compost? What are the experiences of your parents, grandparents, elders? Did they buy all their food at a big grocery store?

Profiles:

Pick one of the following people to research their connection to environmental issues and food security. Write a couple paragraphs about who they are and what they have done.

David Suzuki

Percy Schmeiser

Vandana Shiva

Rachel Carson

Research an alternative, renewable energy resources: solar electric (photovoltaic), wind, biofuel, methane digestion, solar air heating, tidal power, etc.  What are the benefits and drawbacks to the source you have picked? Find someone in class who picked a different 

Role of women in agriculture: What is the historical place of women in agriculture? Has this changed recently or stayed the same? 

Farming history: How has farming evolved through time, to the stage we are at now? 

Topics to include: birth of farming, stratification of society, gender and agriculture, Industrial Revolution, invention of railroad, Green Revolution, pesticides, back-to-the-land movement, organics, genetically engineered foods, biopatenting.

Alternatively: students could form groups, each person takes one or two topics to cover and shares information with class. 

Hands-on Learning!

Ideas:

School garden: If this is not feasible, have students investigate community gardens. Can they have their own plots?

Composting: Students research different forms of composting, ie. Vermicomposting. Decide together which is the best fit. In the spring, construct or set up composting bin for the school. 
Community kitchen: Does your school have a Home Economics room or kitchen available to students? This would be a wonderful resource for meals, canning workshops, cooking club. 

Climate change presentation: Hold a contest for the best poster, short story, skit, game-show, etc. produced by students. Encourage them to be creative! 

Community mapping: A group project that teaches research skills, writing skills, and educates about social issues and food security.  Students will construct a community map of where food is available in their community. Are there community gardens, barter systems, community kitchens, food banks, etc. How easily available is this knowledge? 

What happens to our waste? Students investigate compost, landfill, recycling, in our area. Get in touch with local resources to  

Investigative reporting: Students choose a local food store to visit and investigate what kinds of products they are selling. Are local foods available, and are they labeled? Students write a short report on their findings to present to the class. Then they are encouraged to write letters to the stores to ask them to be more environmentally aware (See the enclosed letter-writing kit).
