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Dear Principal and Teachers,







        January 4th, 2006
My name is Colleen Matte and I, along with Su Donovaro, am the new education co-ordinator for Earth Matters’ Food To Table: One Tonne Challenge. This successful program ran last year at L.V. Rogers High School in Nelson and is now expanding its participant base.  I am contacting you to see if you and your class might be interested in participating in this rewarding and informative project in February 2006.

Food to Table: One Tonne Challenge aims to educate students and teachers about the link between food consumption choices and greenhouse gas emissions. It will do this by offering a one hour class presentation followed by a guided tour through a local supermarket.  This project would fit well into science and atmospheric lessons, environmental units, international studies, home economics, and general studies lessons.  There are many opportunities for class evaluation and extended learning activities that can continue beyond our project.   With our flexible programming we can cater the presentations to your classes needs. 
The Class Presentation incorporates a Power Point that guides the students through the following topics:
· Overview of Climate Change

· Greenhouse Gas (GHG) sources
· Kyoto Accord

· One Tonne Challenge

· Methods of Calculating GHG’s 

· Food Choices
· History of Food

· Economy

· Global Social Issues

· Organic vs. Industrial

· Local vs. Imported

· Food chain levels

· Processed vs. Raw

· Packaging

The Supermarket tour was highly praised by students last year, especially the taste tests!  As we move through the different sections of the supermarket students will find and record information about a particular item.  This gives them a chance to find answers on their own, developing their research and communication skills while we provide facts and anecdotal commentary. 

Potential example of data collection on supermarket tour:

	Produce Section
	COMPANY
	WHERE IS IT FROM?
	WHAT KIND OF PACKAGING?
	ORGANIC OR INDUSTRIAL?
	PROCESSING?

A LITTLE, A BIT, A LOT?

	Group 1
	Apple from BC
	
	
	
	
	

	Group 2
	Blueberries
	
	
	
	
	

	Group 3
	Organic Banana
	
	
	
	
	

	Group 4
	Celery
	
	
	
	
	

	Group 5
	Broccoli
	
	
	
	
	


Continued Evaluations are encouraged to support the information learned during our presentation.  These suggestions could be incorporated in the presentation and/or used afterwards during subsequent lessons.

· In Class Debate

· Quiz

· Food Consumption Chart
· Essay Topics

· Write a letter to your local grocery store

· Research climate change topics

· Computer Module at http://www.co2zilla.ca
In order to measure the success of our program we have developed a pledge sheet.  This tool is delivered in three parts:

1) After the Class Presentation student will have a worksheet to take home that will identify how they can reduce their GHG’s.

2) After the supermarket tour they will sign their own personal pledges 

3) They will have two weeks to get as many people as they can to sign a general pledge form with a prize for the most pledges. 
The project’s primary goal is to inform students and the public of the fact that their individual food consumption choices do have meaning and will impact the kind of world they wish to live in. Taking an educated approach (hopefully an environmental one) to consumption choices strongly reinforces a sense of true individuality, purpose, and meaning for students in today’s world where the pressure to conform (via mass advertising) has become overwhelming and frankly, dishonest.

For more information and a look at last year’s presentation material, please visit our website at www.earthmatters.ca.  You are more than welcome to contact Mr. Karl Machado (souzamachado@yahoo.ca), a teacher at LV Rogers High School, who incorporated the program in his classes last year and will be doing so again this year.  Do not hesitate to contact us by email colleenmatte@yahoo.ca or by phone: (250) 352-0083 for Colleen, (250) 352-0594 for Su, with any questions or to set up a meeting. Please pass this information on to other teachers who might be interested.   Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Colleen Matte, Su Donovaro
Earth Matters Educators
#201-182 Baker Street�Nelson BC 
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Tel: (250) 352-6011 ext. 17


www.earthmatters.ca








